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We began this process by looking at features in existing WordPower files, such as fast and efficient generation
of words, phrases and sentences. The intent was to create a file that accurately reflects the Mandarin language
and incorporates WordPower features, resulting in a robust AAC language system.

e Review general design of the WordPower overlays and brief overview
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Challenges and differences relative to Mandarin project:

1- No Chinese alphabet or phonetic system. The Chinese writing system is logographic, using
characters/symbols to represent meaning rather than phonetic sounds. So...
- we incorporated the iOS “Chinese, Simplified-Pinyin” keyboard into the file. mmaunas
The “Chinese, Simplified-Handwriting” keyboard is also an option. me——

- we were unable to use an alphabetical arrangement of pages;
- we had to use different strategies to arrange VERB and ADJECTIVE pages (see more below).

2- No spaces between words (a challenge for the software engineers, because TouchChat was originally
designed for Germanic and Romantic languages). Though each Chinese character is considered a word,
a single verb, noun or adjective may consist of one or several characters.
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3- No gender forms, no tenses, no plurals.

*Verbs do not conjugate for tense as in English, but aspect words (T ﬁ ?’:E) are used to indicate time.
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a

4- Counter/measurement words are used in relation to specific nouns. The articles an” and “the” are

not used.

5- Though Chinese grammar is similar, in that it uses a basic S—V-0 format, often the word order for
sentences is quite different from English. For example:
- QUESTION words appear at the end of a sentence rather than the beginning.

Where are you going? > %%f%i'? > You want go where?

| will eat at McDonald’s. > ﬁ%fi é’ %_ ﬂzlf& o >Iwill go McDonald’s eat meal.
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ACTION WORDS - VERBS: .

VERBS on main page:

*Core vocabulary and
high frequency verbs
also included within
categories

e Quick and easy access to - on the main page and on category pages: “lwould like " “Ilwant

n”

VERBS linking to categories:
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o FOOD

o DRINKS

o TOYS, GAMES, SENSORY TOYS, SPORTS
o MUSIC

o TV, READING

o CLOTHES, JEWELRY

o cook FOOD

o ART

o BODY

o ) READING

o and . » FEELINGS

Most ACTIONS verbs are followed by these options:
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Sub-categories in ACTIONS

Hygiene

Movement

Communication &  Pinyin arrangement

VERB GROUPS .

cook > FOOD; cooking

hit +

wash +

“go shopping,” “buy groceries”

“hitchhike,” “ride VEHICLES”

“take the subway, bus, elevator”

“build blocks,” “build up”

“ride bike,” “ride horse”




e Words that automatically follow pronouns >
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“l also....” “Me too.” xE o

“] like that too.” ﬁ'&%‘iﬁﬂlg/\ o
“I again verb” “l went there again.” ﬁX% T ﬂl&g o

A3
“| ate that again.” ?‘ZXI]Z T ﬂBA o
swaps Object and Verb in a sentence

(it brings up object sooner, and emphasizes the object)

“| ate the apple.” ﬁ*ﬂﬁz%uz T o
BN
“I drank the soup.” ﬁ*ﬂ;%u% T o
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“I finished my homework.” ﬁ*ﬂ{ﬁ}“{ﬁ)’[? o
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“I finished reading the book.” ?ﬂi{l’l’_],:ﬁﬁ;—ﬁ T o
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LOGICAL NEXT WORDS:
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(go home, come back, go back)

(put down)

(finish, all done)

go shopping, go for walk, go for ride, go rest’rant, go bathroom)

(go away)

(open the door)

(to speak)

(comein, go in)

(listen to music)

(have something to do)

(bring it, take away, take away)

(don’t know, don’t want, not working)
(don’t have, nothing, that’s right)
(one more time, do it again...)
(ACTION word — again/one more time)
(ride a bike, ride a horse)

(turn the page)




PRACTICE SENTENCES:

Subject-Verb-Object - like English, Mandarin language is generally Subject, Verb, Object, though word order is often

quite different in Mandarin.

I will get dressed.

Help me please.
All done.

All gone.

Here | am.

lam happy@).

| feel hot (B

| feel excited.

Let’s go!

Let’s go outside.

I love listening to music.

Take a break.

| need a break.
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)
©:




ﬁ

a break

| need...

to wash...

bathroom

charge my device

| went for a ride.

| went for a walk.

| went to see my friend.

| don’t know.

You did a good job.

Good job.

I am finished / done.

| am going away.

| want that one.

| want this one.

It is my turn.

It is your turn.
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help

medicine
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BERDT .
BETEREK.
BAHIE.

HRA(m)BIR .
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a hug
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| want to show this to you.

I have not eaten today.

| think I can eat with you.

I really am hungry.

| want to eat lunch.

| don’t have time.

| don’t really like that one.

Open the door please.

I am ready now.

Put that down right now!

I have something going on.

She feels hungry.

She is really hungry.

He feels sad because mom left.
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We would like to take a break.

They are going for a walk today.

wiEE&h ke —T.
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Differences in Word Order
BEEZYFZIR.

| will eat at McDonald’s.

Where are you going?

They are going for a walk today.

What color do you want?

| like it too.

Do it again.

| want to drink more soup.

| want more playdoh.

(1 will go McDonald’s eat meal.)

b2 AN ~— A
= I

trECmEE?

(You want go where?)

(e R 18,

(They today go for a walk.)

28§
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o
Gt

FREECEHTABE?

(You want what color?)

BHBERE.

Bi—X.
BEEEZ.

BEEEZHL.
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Future & Past Tense

I will go shopping. ?k%’z"iﬁf_ﬁf °

| went shopping. BREEEFT.

I will watch Netflix. S F Netflix,

I watched Netflix. HET Netflix,

I will play with my iPad. Btk iPad,
| played with my iPad. BItT HE iPad,
I will go outside. ﬁ‘%’fﬁ[‘ﬁo

| went outside. BEET .
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Grandma cares about you. ﬁ)}ﬁ}};éll:,\ﬁ(o

I like to laugh a lot! BIREWAKI
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The ocean is deep. HBRR b0 Pinyi nls
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She is mischievous. RIS E., 78| & | ﬁl}@[ d | e
DESCRIBING WORDS -er -est
He is faster. (-er iz
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He is the fastest. (-est) 2 | "
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B | s a
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QUESTIONS:

Can | have that one?

Do you have that?

Do you like drinking juice?

Is she going to help?

What do you want?

Will you show me?

What is she doing?

Why can’t | play with him?

Who is that?

Would you like to listen to
music?

Which one do you want?
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How much does it cost? Jg/l\(E)g_/y@%?

How much do you need? REZ (L

When can | go shopping? q:jz( '? )ﬂ-/Aﬂrjﬁ;E‘[ I EEEH?

Can you let me see? 1{1'(3_[[,;{-1]:3&%—?(‘2)!]57
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CORE VOCABULARY INCLUDED WITHIN CATEGORIES:

COLORS -

| want the red please.

My favorite color is purple.

| really like orange.

What color do you want?
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PETS -

| want to feed my dog.

Can | pet the cat?

She is a mama rabbit.

Do you want to walk the dog?

The turtle is slow.

My dogs are so cute.

| have 2 cats.
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ART -

| want to color a picture.

That is good.

Do you like to paint?

She is painting a picture for Dad.

Can | play with the playdoh?

| need scissors and tape.
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BODY -

My leg hurts.

No, my stomach is not hurting.

| hurt my finger.
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DRINKS -

| would like to order a small soda.

Do you want to drink water?

| want to drink hot tea with sugar.

| drank more soup.

She can’t drink soda.
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FOOD -

| want to eat fried rice and soup.

Do you like dumplings & chicken?

| want to go eat at a restaurant.

What is your favorite meal?

Let’s eat pizza with pepperoni.
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READING -

| want to read that book again.

| would like to read a magazine.

Do you want to read to me?

What are you reading?
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Paw Patrol is my favorite show. T T G & e
- @
THIRINIE .
Change the channel please. R
V4
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Do you want to watch TV with me? O F
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What do you like to watch? A& . m (g7
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Comparison of core language available from main page

WordPower60 Basic Engllsh

WordPowerGO:‘“‘ﬁﬁ Mandarin

| don’t like...

| want +.. e e e
| want to watch with you. REMR—EE. Ea - HHAFE
I love to read. RERES. j-ﬁslf

| am watching TV. REFEN, &T@

| am standing. HIGE H* ®

| am going to listen to music. = REXITEZ R, j...

What do you like to play? BRERIHA?

I am really hungry. ﬁﬁﬂ"]‘fﬁ'ﬁﬁo

| feel good. BRIRTF.

Good job. RiE,

Idon’t know / don’t know

BRAME / FNHME

| also like (me too)

HhER

My turn / your turn BIE(T) /7 BHR(T)
Help me. B

I know. RHAE.

Iwant... / lliketo... ®BE ... / R=

FAVORITE THINGS

i

A
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SUPPORTS:
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>Suggested Settings

Suggested Keyboards:

Speak Sentences - ON

Chinese, Simplified -
Pinyin

Chinese, Simplified -
Handwriting

Select one of the above when

using the System Keyboard

#*+|n the TouchChat Vocab list, be sure the assigned language is:
Chinese (China mainland)
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