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We began this process by looking at features in existing WordPower files, such as fast and efficient generation
of words, phrases and sentences. The intent was to create a file that accurately reflects the Mandarin language
and incorporates WordPower features, resulting in a robust AAC language system.

e Review general design of the WordPower overlays and brief overview
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Guiding Principles for all WordPower vocabularies:
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Challenges and differences relative to Mandarin project:

1- No Chinese alphabet or phonetic system. The Chinese writing system is logographic, using
characters/symbols to represent meaning rather than phonetic sounds. So...
- we incorporated the iOS “Chinese, Simplified-Pinyin” keyboard into the file. mmaunas
The “Chinese, Simplified-Handwriting” keyboard is also an option. me——

- we were unable to use an alphabetical arrangement of pages;
- we had to use different strategies to arrange VERB and ADJECTIVE pages (see more below).

2- No spaces between words (a challenge for the software engineers, because TouchChat was originally
designed for Germanic and Romantic languages). Though each Chinese character is considered a word,
a single verb, noun or adjective may consist of one or several characters.
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3- No gender forms, no tenses, no plurals.

*Verbs do not conjugate for tense as in English, but aspect words (T ﬁ ?’:E) are used to indicate time.
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a

4- Counter/measurement words are used in relation to specific nouns. The articles an” and “the” are

not used.

5- Though Chinese grammar is similar, in that it uses a basic S—V-0 format, often the word order for
sentences is quite different from English. For example:
- QUESTION words appear at the end of a sentence rather than the beginning.

Where are you going? > %%f%i'? > You want go where?

| will eat at McDonald’s. > ﬁ%fi é’ %_ ﬂzlf& o >Iwill go McDonald’s eat meal.
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Subject pronouns
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ACTION WORDS - VERBS: .

e VERBS on main page:

*Core vocabulary and

high frequency verbs

also included within
categories

e Quick and easy access to - on the main page and on category pages: “lwould like " “Ilwant

n”

e VERBS linking to categories:
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e Most ACTIONS verbs are followed by these options:
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Sub-categories in ACTIONS

VERB GROUPS .
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Hygiene Movement Communication &  Pinyin arrangement
cook > FOOD; cooking
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hit +

wash +

“go shopping,” “buy groceries”

“hitchhike,” “ride VEHICLES”

“take the subway, bus, elevator”

“build blocks,” “build up”

“ride bike,” “ride horse”




e Words that automatically follow pronouns >

yuk X £

Bth 2
“l also....” “Me too.” xE o

“] like that too.” ﬁ'&%iﬁﬂlg/\ o
“I again verb” “l went there again.” ﬁX% T ﬂl&g o

A3
“| ate that again.” ?‘ZXI]Z T ﬂBA o
swaps Object and Verb in a sentence

(it brings up object sooner, and emphasizes the object)

“l ate the apple.” KIBERIZT .
C ElEE L
“I drank the soup.” RIEHET .
BRI
“I finished my homework” FXIBMEML LT .

“I finished reading the book.” ?ﬂi{l’l’_],:ﬁﬁ;—ﬁ T o
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LOGICAL NEXT WORDS:
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go back there, come back here)

(come there, come here)
(put down, put it there, put it here)

(finish, all done)
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go shopping, go for walk, go for ride, go rest’'rant, gothere, go here, go bathroom)
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(go away)
(open the door)
(to speak)

X8
.‘ Sy (come in, go in, go in there, come in here)

(listen to music)

(have something to do)

(bring it, take away, take away)

(don’t know, don’t want, not working)

(don’t have, nothing, that’s right)

(one more time, do it again...)

(ACTION word — again/one more time)

(ride a bike, ride a horse)

(turn the page)




PRACTICE SENTENCES:

I will get dressed.

Help me please.
All done.

All gone.

Here | am.

lam happy@.

| feel hot ()
Let’s go!

Let’s go outside.

I love listening to music.

Take a break.

| need a break.
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| need...

a break
to wash...

bathroom

charge my device
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medicine

money

a hug




| went for a ride.

| went for a walk.

| went to see my friend.
| don’t know.

You did a good job.

Good job.

I am finished / done.
| am going away.

| want that one.

| want this one.

It is my turn.

It is your turn.

| want to show this to you. ﬁ?gﬁﬁﬁ(gﬁ/\o
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I have not eaten today.

| don’t have time.

BERKAT .
BERTT .
BETERK.
BAMIE.

GRI (") BRIF.
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BT
BEET.
HEHBA.
BEEZXA.
2 (7)
MR (T7)
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| don’t really like that one. FXAS

Open the door please.

| am ready now.

Put that down right now!

I have something going on.
She feels hungry.

She is really hungry.

He feels sad because mom left.

We would like to take a break.

They are going for a walk today.
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QUESTIONS:

Can | have that one?

BT AUERA(T)L? Ak A KE

Do you have that?

HREBPANCE)D?

Is she going to help?

< #E)g?

What do you want?

HREEDNHA?

Will you show me?

RO USSR A

g ?

Where are you going?

REEHE?

What is she doing?

() HA?

Why can’t | play with him?

B HHART IR ET?

Who is that?

b2 (L%)?

Would you like to listen to music?

RERE R()D?

Which one do you want?

TRE(L2)ERA?




How much does it cost?
XANE) & &7
How much do you need?

RES D)2
When can | go shopping?

B ABHET X A7
Can you let me see?
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CORE VOCABULARY INCLUDED WITHIN CATEGORIES:

Hie =
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| want the red please.

BREXRNFCERE.

My favorite color is purple. [ mﬁ@
. BEMRBRENESR,
| really like orange. ﬁk —m l
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What color do you want? ﬂ
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| want to feed my dog. = ;s]
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The turtle is slow.

My dogs are so cute.

| have 2 cats.




ART -

| want to color a picture.

That is good.

Do you like to paint?

She is painting a picture for Dad.

Can | play with the playdoh?

| need scissors and tape.

BODY -

My leg hurts.

No, my stomach is not hurting.

| hurt my finger.
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DRINKS -

| would like to order a small soda.

Do you want to drink water?

| like to drink hot tea with sugar.

| drank more soup.

She can’t drink soda.

FOOD -

| want to eat fried rice and soup.

Do you like dumplings & chicken?

| want to go eat at a restaurant.

What is your favorite meal?

Let’s eat pizza with pepperoni.
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READING -
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| would like to read a magazine. SEEE =" & =
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A nERChL?

| want to read that book again.

@

Do you want to read to me?

Wt o %Tﬁﬂ'/z\" /REEHA?
at are vyou readingr N B 5 N
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Have you read that book?

TV / MOVIES -

| really love to watch cartoons ERHRER E_Eﬁ°
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Paw Patrol is my favorite show. T THTE

TRIRINIE .
Change the channel please. ﬁiﬁﬁ
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Do you want to watch TV with me: TEE T
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What do you like to watch?
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Comparison of core language available from main page

I don’t like... BAER
| want +... REE . /RE..

| want to watch with you.

BRMR—EER.

I love to read. BRERES.

| am watching TV. ﬁ?’ﬂ_:% B,

| am standing. ?f.ﬁﬁ%o

I am going to listen to music. ﬁgfuﬁ%;ﬁ °
What do you like to play? HFRERIH4?
I am really hungry. ﬁﬁﬂ"]"fﬁ'ﬁﬁo

| feel good. BRIRTF.

Good job. R

Idon’t know / don’t know

BAHE / FHIE

I also like (me too)

HhER

My turn / your turn

BI(T) /7 BMR(T)

Help me.

B

| know.

Iwant... / lliketo..
FAVORITE THINGS

HE .. / BREXK..
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iOS & TouchChat Settings pnnyel o
iOS Settings TouchChat - Speech TouchChat - Speak TouchChat - Buttons
[ (D) @ (T
Settings > @ Voice Speak Characters - OFF **Show grid - OFF
Keyboard > | Keyboards > Szl:;‘te::ev:::: Speak Words - ON Butt;o;ol;inatrgin
Suggested Keyboards: Speak Sentences - ON
Chinese, Simplified -
Pinyin
Chinese, Simplified -
Handwriting
Select one of the above when|  zsmeses ***|n the TouchChat Vocab list, be sure the setting
using the System Keyboard T is: Chinese (China mainland)
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